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Because  of  the  favorable  relationship  between  feed  prices  ano  egg 
prices  during  the  past  year,  it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  chickens 
raised  on  farms  this  year  will  be  6  to  10  percent  larger  than  in  1941. 
a  similar  increase  in  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  is  likely  since 
turkey  raising  in  1941  was  unusually  profitable  and  the  number  of  turkey 
hens  on  farms  is  larger  this  year  than  last. 
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T  H  3    POULTRY    A5P,2G5  SITUATION 

Summery 

Supplies  of  poultry  meat  in  the  United  States  this  year  will  be  the 
largest  on  record.    It  is  likely  that  from  6»to  10.  percent  nore  chickens  and 
turkeys  will  be  raised  on  faras  this  year  than  last  and  some  further  increase 
may  occur  in  the  ansusl  outp\rt -of  commercial  "broilers.        •  >'•> 

The  increase- in  the  number  :of  farm  chickens  raised  will  be  largely  the 
result  of  the  unusually  favorable  relationship  between  feed  prices  and  egg 
priees  during  the  past  year.-  The -feed-chicken  price  ratio^  however,  ha#  been 
unfavorable  for  producers  and  this  may  tend  to  bring  about  some  relative  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  light-breed  chickens  raised  and  to  retard  commercial 
broiler  production.    Turkey  raising  in  19^1  wris  unusually  profitable  and  en- 
couraged farmers  to  save  more  breeder  hens  this  year  than  last.  *• 

Prices  of  chickens  will  decline  seasonally  laWr  this  year  as  market 
supplies  increase,  but  prices  received  by  farmers  may  average  higher  ih  19^2 
-than  in  19^1.    Consumer  demand  for  all  meats  in  19^2  is  expected  to  average 
considerably  stronger  than  in  19^1 .  ■  Prices  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys 
this  year  probably  will  average  higher  this  year  than  last.    Cash  farm  in- 
come from  poultry  products  in  will  be  much  larger  than  in  any  other  year 
of  record.           -  -  •  .                       -:  .  .< 

With  the  addition  of  late  pullets  to  laying  flocks,  the  number  of 

layers  on  farms  has  increased  relative  to  a  yesr  earlier  since  January  1  and 

on  March  1  was  about  12  , percent  larger  than  a  year  a^o .    The  number  of  layers 

may  decline  less  than  usual  this  ..spring  and  summer  .as  a  result  cffavorable 

price  relationships..  2gg  production,  therefor*,  probably  .will  continue  much 

larger  than  a  year  earlier -and  may  exceed  the  19^2  production  goal.    Egg  prioe 

hovever,  probably  will  continue  favorable  since  large  lend-lease  purchases  aro 

in  prospect  and  consumer  demand  will  be  even  stronger  than  a  year  earlier. 

—  March  20,  I9U2 
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REVIEW  0?  RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


Number  of  Lasers  Declining 
Less  than  Seasonably 


The  average  number  ff  layers  on  farms  during  February  was  12  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier.    So  with  a  2  percent  higher  rate  of  lay,  about 
15  pare en t  more  eggs  were  produced  than  in  February  last  year.  Principally 
because  of  the  unusually  large  number  of  pullets  that  have  been  added  t© 
laying  flocks  in  recent,  weeks,  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  has  been  de- 
clining less  than  seasonally  and  much  less  than  a  ye*»r  earlier.  Increases 
over  a  year  earllo-   it  the  number  of  layers  per  flock  of  crop  reporters,  at 
the  beginning  of  each  of  the  poet  3  months,  were  as  follows i    January  1,  7.9 
pereent;  February  1,  8-9  percent:  and  March  1,  9»7  percent.    The  increase  ove] 
a  year  ago  in  t«5tal  number  of  layers  is  larger  than  the  increase  indicated  in 
crop  reporters'  flocks  beeause  large  commercial. flock  owners  have  increased 
numbers  relatively  more  than  those  Included  in  the  general  report. 

Storage  Stocks  of  Eggs 
Increasing  Seasonally. 

The  into-storage  movement  for  both  shell  and  frozen  eggs  is  now  under 
way  in  volume  and  will  Increase  for  the  next  several  weeks.    Usually  stocks 
ef  shell  eggs  .in  the  United  States  reach  the  seasonal  low  point  ca  Marfch  1, 
This  year,  however,  a  net  into-stor^ge  movement  occurred  during  February  and 
total  stocks  on  March  1  (including  holdings  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture) 
were  the  largest  on  record  for  that  date.    Private  holdings  were  considerably 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  were  the  largest  for  March  1  since  1931  • 

Total  holdings  of  frozen  eggs  declined  during  February  but  on  March  1 
were  considerably  larger  than  a  yer.r  earlier  and  the  third  largest  on  record 
for  that .date.    Of  the  total  holdings,  about  l6  pereent  were  owned  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  leaving  private  holdings  about  36  percent  larger 
than  on  March  I,  last  year. 

During  the  first  2-1/2  months  of  this  year  the  Department  of  Agrieul* 
ture  purchased  about  36  million  pounds  of  dried  eggs  and  391 ,000  eases  of 
•hell  eggs.    The  shell-egg  eaulvalent  of  these  quantities  is  about ■■ 'U*  million 
eases.    The  Quantities  purchased  by  months  are  shown  in  table  1  of  this  repoi 


the  ffast^onth 

Wholeeale  prices-  for  eggs  in  general;  were  unchanged  from  mid-February 
to  mid-March,    Usually  they  decline  somewhat  during  this  period.  Continued 
heavy  purchases  of  dfied  eggs  by  the  Department  in  producing  areas,  and  ad- 
ditional purchases  of  shell  eggs  in  the  Chicago  and  New  York  wholesale  mar- 
kets provided  strong  support  >t  marketinge;  increased  seasonally.  Receipt* 
at  principal  markets  have  been  larger  than  a  year  earlier  in  recent  weeks 
despite  the  heavy  drying  operations  in  producing  areas.    Prices  of  high"gradt 
eggs  are  Iflw  relative  to  prices  of  other  grades  of  eggs  as  a  result  of  the 
favorable  outlet. offered  for  the  latter  through,  the  dried  egg  industry. 
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The  price  of  fresh  firsts  at  Chicpgo  in  raid-^prch  was  about  28  cents 
per  dozen,  about  the  sane  as  a  month  earlier  and  about  11  cents,  or  .65  per- 
cent higher  than  a  year  earlier.    The  average  price  received  by  farmers  in 
mid-February  was  27. 5  cents  per  dozen,  compared  with  the  parity  price  of 
27.8  cents  per  dozen.    In  mid-February  last  year  the  average  price  received 
by  farmers  was  l6.S  cents  per  dozen. 

Fowl  Marketings  Continuing  Smaller  . 
then  a  Year  Earlier 

Receipts  of  live  fowl  at  midwest  primary  markets  have  been  smaller 
than  a  year  earlier  despite  the  much  larger  number  of  layers  on  farms  this 
year  than  last.    Average  weekly  receipts  of  fowl  per  plant  during  February 
were  29  percent  smaller  thrn  in  February  last  year.    No  data  are  available 
on  the  movement  of  young  chickens  but  it  is  likely  that  this  volume  is 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  reflecting  the  late  hatch  last  year  and  the  large 
commercial  hatchery  output  during  the  pest  several  months.    Receipts  of 
dressed  poultry,  fresh  and  frozen,  at  principal  markets  in  early  March,  were 
considerably  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 

Stocks  of  Frozen  Fcul try  at 
Record  Level  for  March  1 

Stocks  of  frozen  poultry  in  the  United  State?  declined  about  as  much 
as  usual  during  February,  but  on  March  1  such  stocks,  we-re  9  percent  larger 
than  a  year  earlier  and  were  the  largest  on  record  for  tiu^t  date.  Holdings 
of  fowl  and  all  classes  of  chickens  on  March  1  were  larger  than  on  March  1, 
19^1,  while  stocks  of  ducks  and  turkey?  were  smaller.    Increases  in  March  1 
holdings  over  a  year  earlier  were  as  fellows i    Broilers  U3  percent,  fryers 
18  percent,  roasters  11  percent,  and  fowls  9  percent.    Stocks  of  turkeys 
were  7  percent  smaller  and  holdings  of  ducks  v/ere  down  l6  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.    Net  withdrawals  of  poultry  from  storage  since  January  1  have  been 
nearly  as  large  as  the  record  withdrawals  a  year  earlier  and  occurred  simul- 
taneously with  the  largest  current  production  of  commercial  broilers  on 
record. 

Fowl  Prices  Steady:  Chicken  Prices 
-  Increased  During  the  Past  M0nth 

Wholesale  prices  for  live  fowl  at  Chicago  in  mid-March  were  about  the 
same  as  in  mid-February  but  were  about  20  percent  higher  than  a  yesr  earlier. 
Prices  of  live  young  chickens  at  Chicago,  on  the  other  h?Jid,  increased  con- 
siderably during  the  past  month  as  market  supplies  declined  further,  seasonall; 
Prices  of  roasters  had  advanced  to  28  cents  per  pound  by  mid-March,  compared 
with  2U  cents  in  mid-February  and  22.5  cents  a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  live 
broilers  at  Chicago  increased  relatively  less  than  prices  of  roasters  during 
the  past  month.    In  eastern  markets,  because  of  the  large  commercial  broiler 
output,  prices  of  young  chickens,  in  general,  were  at out  the  same  as  a  year 
earlier.    Prices  of  dressed  fowl  and  chickens  have  been  steady  for  several 
weeks  at  a  level  about  20  to,30  percent  higher  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  la9t  year. 
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The  average  price ' received  "by  fanners,  for.  chickens  in  the  United 
States  in  mid-February  was  17.*+  cents  per  pound,  2k  percent  higher  than  in 
mid— February  last  year  and  4  percent  above  the.  parity  price" 'of  lo.g  cents 
per  pound*     ...  ,  • 

■   '  OUTLOOK  -  3GGS  ..  . 

BACKGROUND.-  The  number  of  eggs  produced  per  layer  is  con- 
siderably larger  now  than  formerly  and,  as  a  result,  rela- 
tively fewer  hens  are  supplying  current  egg  requirements. 
Increased  purchases  of  hatchery  chicks  together  with  a  gen- 
eral improvement  in  the  quality  of  such  chicks,  are  largely 
to  he  credited  with  the  material  improvement  made  in  the 
quality  of  pullets  produced. 

•:  •  .  ' 

Last  year  about  110  eggs  were  produced  per' hen  and 

pullet  on  farms  January  1.    The  previous  high  was  10.6  eggs 

in  1938,  and  prior  .to  1937  the  record  high  was  <jb  egss  per 

bird,  ■■ 


Rec ord  Number  of  Layers  in 
Prospect  for  19^3 


Until  August  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  will  decline  seasonally 
but  very  likelywill  continue  .much  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Flocks  prob- 
ably will  be  reduced  at  about  the  normal  rate  during  the  next  several  weeks, 
since  relatively  few  birds  are  removed  from  flocks  at  this  time  of  year  re- , 
iardl-H  of  price  relationships.    Most  of  the  reduction  during  this  period  J 
fTL  to  mor^ity  or  the.  removal  of  definite  aonlayers _  Beginning  in  lat 4 
M*v  or  early  Jun<>    however,  the  relative  f  avcrableness  of  the  relationship  , 
between  reea  prices  and  egg  prices  becomes  more  important  in  oe  erm  nxng 
whether  fanners  sell  their  .old  ^^4**^* . ^^l^^^L 
the  year.    The  rate  of  lay  during  the- summer  ^■^^•^rt?\*e 
but  it  is  profitable  to  keep  a  ^ger^number  of  hen    t.an  fee4^ 
summer  wh«n  the  feed-egg  ratio  is  favorable      Because  01 
egg  ratio  in  prospect  for  this  ^^^?Jlt. 
ings  of  old  hens  in  seme  areas  at  least  win       a  ^ 

After  August  the  number  of  -layers  probably g*^^^^ 
than  usual,  but  probably  not  as  gr ^  ^ An  increase  of  6 
16  percent  occurred. in  the- number  of  ftJh^;"  'a"l8ed  on  farms  this  year 
ierc-nt  t*>- 10  percent  in  the  number  of  chickens  t  in  the  number  of 

Irobably  wouldbe  followed  by  an  increase  of  3  to  5  P-r  ^crease  would 

^       Lt  January  compared  with  January  ^  y  ^ 

result  in  a  W9^f  f^n'L^r.  on  "arms!    The  present  record  high  for 
was  an  average  of  3°*  million  192g 
January,  37.6 /million,  was  established  in  l**6.  . 

,L  SjcpUt^,  *>  £55tlnue 

—favorable  foVlI&"  Production 

*****  tfV^JSXZ  ^ 

be  as  favorable  as  a  year  earlier  curing 
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expected  to  be  more  favorable  than  average.    Moreover,  the  material  change 
in  the  price  level  which  has  occurred  since  March  19^-1  in  some  respects 
makes  the  present  situation  even  more  favorable  than  is  indicated  by  a  di- 
rect comparison  of  the  feed-egg  ratio.    The  amount  of  money  left  over  after 
paying  for  feed  now,  in  general,  is  much  larger  than  it  was  a  year  ago. 
Although  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  commodities  other  than  feed  have  in* 
creased,  the  increase  in  cash  farm  income  from  eggs  is  more  than  enough  to 
take  care  of  the  increase  in  such  costs. 

A  similar  situation  also  prevails  for  other  feed-rpoduct  price  ratios. 
On  general  farms,  however,  where  several  alternatives  exist,  those  enter- 
prises will  be  expanded  which  are  in  the  pel? tively  most  favorable  position. 
At  the  present  time  the  relationship  between  feed  prices  and  egg  prices  is 
more  favorable  to  producers,  than  averr-ge,  whereas  similar  relationships  for 
dairymen  are  less  favorable.    But  the  relationship  between  feed  prices  and 
hog  prices  is  relatively  more  favorable  to  producers  than  the  feed-egg  ratio. 
In  some  localities,  therefore,  hog  production  will  compete  strongly  with  egg 
production  for  feed  and  labor.    K0wever,  for  the  country  as  a  whole  such 
competition  is  not  expected  to  prevent  some  further  expansion  in  the  pi'odud- 
tion  of  poultry  products  in  19^2. 

Department ' s  Price  Support  Program 
Modified  Further 

As  a  result  of  the  large  increase  in  egg  production,  a  considerable 
number  of  marketing  problems  have  arisen  in  some  localities.    This  is  par- 
ticularly the  case  in  some  Southern  States  where  temporary  surpluses  have 
developed  in  what  heretofore,  in  general,  have  been  deficit  areas  and  where 
marketing  facilities  have  not  been  developed.    To  cope  with  this  surplus 
situation  the  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  announced  a  purchase  plan 
whereby  eggs  would  be  purchased  in  lots  as  small  as  10  cases  to  carry  for- 
ward the  Department's  program  to  suppert  egg  prices  at  not  less  than  »he 
ecuivalent  of  85  percent  of  parity  as  adjusted  for  typical  seasonal  varia- 
tion.   The  program  would  be  implemented  by  utilizing  refrigerated  warehouses 
in  certain  Southern  States  as  stations  for  the  purchase  of  wholesale  grades 
of  eggs,  at  previously  announced  prices. 

The  Department  also  will  receive  and  consider  o  'fers  for  the  sale  of 
wholesale  grades  of  eggs  in  lots  of  100  cases  or  more  In  these  Southern 
States  and  in  carlead  lots  from  anywhere  in  the  United  States.    Sggs  offered 
from  the  Southern  States  must  grade  United  States  No.  U  Standards  or  better. 
In  all  other  States,  offers  in  carlcad  lots  of  only  No.  1  Standards  or  better 
will  be  considered.    Eggs  purchased  under  this  program  will  be  used  for  domes- 
tic distribution  to  public  add  families  for  free  school  lunches,  lend-lease 
and  Red  Cposs  shipment,  or  for  market  stabilization  ^esorves.    Large  purchases 
of  eggs  by  the  Department,  especially  in  dried  form,  will  supplement  the 
stronger  consumer  demand  this  year  than  last  and  egg  prices  are  expected  to 
continue  favorable  for  egg  production. 
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Figure  2 
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PACXCMOTM'D.  -    Fcr  the  cast  several  months,  the  feed-chicken  pride 
r-'t-io  has  been  less  favorable  than  average  and  less  favorable  than 
a  year  ?arlier.     The  feed-egg  ratio,  on  the  other  hand,  has  continued 
relatively  favorable.    As  a  factor  in  determining  changes  in  the 
number  of  chickens  raised  on  general  farms,  the  feed— egg  price 
relationship  is  more  important  than  the  feed-chicken  price  relation- 
ship.    The  latter,  however,  is  indicative  of  changes  in  conmercial 
broiler  ani  fryer  production  and  to  sQiiie  extent  in  the  breed  of 
chicks  purchased  fcr  flock  replacement  purposes.    T'»hen  the  feed-egg 
ratio  is  relatively  much  more  favorable  than  the  feed-chicken  ratio, 
producers  tend  to  purchase  a  larger  orooortion  of  light-breed  chicks. 

Record  hv  ■  Ojt.cut    .'       '    .  ■: 

The  relatively  strong  demand  for  chicks  for  broiler  purposes  and 
the  earlier-than-usual  beginning  of  the  hatching  season  for  flocks-replacement 
needs  resulted  in  a  new  record  high  February  output  cf  baby  chicks  by  com- 
mercial hatcheries.     During  that  month  about  95  million  salable  chicks  were 
produced.     The  number  of  eggs  set  during  the  first  half  of  March  was  17  per- 
cent larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  advance  orders  on  March  1,  for  various 
delivery  dates,  were  45  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  indicating  that 
hatchery  production  will  continua  at  a  high. level  at  least  for  the  next 
several  weeks. 


^cord  Large  Farm  Chic'-,  n 
Production  in  Prospect 

About  tne  first  of  February  farmers  indicated  that  they  intended  to 
purchase  and  custom  hatch  about  12  percent  more  chicks  this  year  than  last. 
By  regions  the  increases  were  ?s  follows:    flew  England  22  percent,  Middle 
Atlantic  12  percent,  East  North  Central  9  percent,  T'rest  North  Central  8  per- 
cent, South  Atlantic  19  percent,  East  South  Central  22  percent,  T«Jest  South 
Central  15  percent,  Rocky  Mountain  17  percent,  and  Pacific  Coast  5  percent. 
Since  farmers  indicated  those  intentions,  however,  egg  prices  declined  as 
marketings  increased  and  f jed  prices  advanced  somewhat  further.  These 
pries  movements  affected  particularly  those  oroducers  in  deficit  faed- 
producing  areas  and  in  regions  normally  on  a  deficit  egg-oroducing  basis 
but  which  now  have  an  accumulation  of  excess  supplies. 

In  some  parts  of  the  Midwest,  on  the  other  hand,  where  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  home  grown  feeds  are  used  and  where  the  dried  egg  industry  offers  an 
exceptionally  good  outlet  for  eggs,  a  relatively  more  favorable  feed-egg  price 
relationship  has  prevailed.    As  a  result  of  the  above  conditions,  it  is  likely 
that  the  increases  by  regions  which  occur  this  year  will  be  considerably 
different  from  farmers'  early  soring  intentions.     For  the  United  States  as  a 
wnole,  the  increase  in  chickens  raised  over  1941  may  also  be  less  than  was 
indicated  by  farmers'  earlier  intentions.     On  the  basis  of  price  relation- 
ships now  prevailing  and  in  prospect  for  the  months  immediat 3ly  ahead,  it  is 
likely  that  the  number  of  chickens  raised  on  farms  in  1942  will  be  from 
6  percent  to  10  percent  larger  than  in  1941.     If  present  conditions  continue, 
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the  increase  probably  will  be  close  to  t^e  ^aximuri  of  the  ranee  indicated. 
The  course  of  feed  prices  during  the  next  several  weeks  vd.ll  be  an  important 
determining  factor.    The  average  hat  chin.'  date  is  expected  to  bs  earlier 
this  year  than  last. 

Commercial  Lrcil^r  Output  ls.o 
Likely  to  Continue  har~ 

In  I9/+1  about  175  million  commercial  broilers  rere  produced  in  the 
United  States.     The  level  of  output  in  recent  months  has  been  larger  than 
a  year  earlier  and  very  likely  -rill  continue  relatively  large.  Supplies 
of  commercial  troilers  us ially  begin  to  decline  in  the  late  spring  -  about 
the  time  the  movement  of  young  chickens  from  general  farms  begins .  With 
broiler  production  now  at  such  a  high  level,  it  would  be  desirable  for 
broiler  producers  to  plan  their  operations  so  as  to  avoid  marketing  large 
numbers  at  the  same  time  that  marketings  of  chickens  from  general  farms 
are  at  a  seasonally  high  level,  usually  in  the  fall. 

Chicken  Pri  ces  in  Prosoect 


The  effects  on  chicken  orices  of  the  unusually  large  supplies  this 
year  may  be  more  than  offset  by  further  improvement  in  consumer  demand. 
Prices  of  other  meats  are  exoected  to  average  considerably  higher  this  year  j 
than  last  and  retail  prices  of  foods  in  general  probably  will  advance  furtheij 
in  coming  months.     Prices  for1  young  chickens  -  ill  decline  from  the  high 
early  spring  levels  as  marketing  of  such  chickens  gets  under  way  in  volume. 
Market  supplies  of  fowl  orobably  Will  be  larger  this  year  than  last  and 
although  supplies  of  young  chickens  also  «dll  be  larger,  it  is  likely  that  \ 
prices  of  these  t"ro  general  classes  of  chickens  will  be  in  a  more  nearly 
normal  relationship  than  thev  were  during  most  of  1941. 

Because  of  the  prospective  large  increase  in  supplies  of  chicken 
meat,  average  prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  194-  orobably  will  ; 
not  increase  as  ;,iuch  over  a  year  earlier  as  prices  of  most  other  products. 
The  increase  in  cash  farm  incom i  from  chickens,  hew-v  jr,  -.'ill  compare 
favorably  with  increases  from  ether  sources,  and  the  total  received  this 
year  very  likely  will  bt  the  iar  :-.st  on  record. 

The  relationship  between  feed  prices  and  chicken  prices  is  expected 
to  be  less  favorable  for  1942  as  a.  whole  than  it  was  in  1941,  or  than 
average.     This  ..ay  result  in  some  curtailment  in  commercial  oroiler  output,  I 
but  is  not  expected  to  retard  production  in  general  farming  areas  materially! 
since  the  feed-egg  ratio  is  tiie  important  determining  factor  in  such  regions.. 
The  relatively  more  favorable  feed-egg  price  ratio  than  f oed-chick  :;n  price 
ratio,  which  has  prevailed  during  the  past  year,  may  tend  to  increase  the 
proportion  of  light  breeds  that  will  be  raised  for  flock  replacement  purposes, 

TTTRKEIGS  -  OUTLOOK 

B'.CKCP.QUUD.-    Turkey  production  in  the  United  States  has  more  than 
doubled  since  the  late  1920' s.     Rapid  expansion  was  made  possible  by  j 
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the adoption  of  highly  specialized  production  methods.  Formerly 
most  farmers  savea  turkey  hens  to  produce  their  own  eggs  and  in 
many  instances  only  one  brood  was  raised  per  year,  from  each  hen. 
Now  there  are  specialized  egg  producing  farms  and  artificial  in- 
cubation is  used  to  hatch  the  eggs .     In  contrast  to  the  relatively 
large  supply  of  chicken  er.;s  (for  hatching)  available,  the  supply 
of  turkey  ergs  frequently  is  a  factor  which  limits  the  suoolv  of 
poults. 

Number  of  Breeder  Hens  5  Percent 
larrer  ehan  a  Year  Age 

Turkey  raisin?  in  1/41?  as  s  ■•.hole,  was  unusuallv  favorable  for  pro- 
ducers.    This  favorable  situation  has  encouraged  producers  to  expand  their 
operations  this  year,  as  indicated  by  the  increase  in  br :_der  hens  saved 
and  by  producers'  intensions  to  start  more  poults  this  year  than  last. 
On  February  I,  a  sample  of  turkey  growers  had  on  hand  about  5  percent  more 
breeder  hens  than  a  year  earlier.     Increases  by  regions  were  as  follows: 
North  Atlantic  12  percent,  "test  North  Central  6  percent,  South  Atlantic 
8  percent,  and  Western  24  percent.     There  vrere  decreases  as  fellows:  East 
North  Central  I  percent  and  South  Central  7  percent.     In  the  "fe stern  States, 
where  the  largest,  increase  is  Indicated,  farmers  specialize  in  the  produc- 
tion of  turkey  eggs  and  the  rai  e  of  production  our  bird  is  the  largest  in 
the  United  States.     Becaus  ;  of  the  stronger  prospective  demand  for  poults, 
it  is  likely  that  efforts  will  be  made  this  year  to  increase  the  rate  of 
production  per  bird  and  to  bring1  about  a  full  -,v  utilization  of  available 
hatching  ogi-'s.     A  comparison  by  regions,  of  the  increase  in  number  of 
poults  f armors  intend  to  start  this  year  with  the  increase  in  number  of 
turkey  hens  on  farms,  indicates  that  the  interregional  movement  of  eggs 
will  be  larger  this  year  than  last.     In  1941,  despite  about  14  percent 
fever  hens  and  unfavorable  weather  early  in  the;  egg-producing  season,  about 
the  same  number  of  poults  was  started  as  in  1?40.    Reports  from  commercial 
hatcheries  indicate  that  the  early  season  settings  of  turkey  eggs  are  much 
larger  than  a  year  earlier. 

From  6  °:rc:.nt  to  10  Percent  ]k ,r  ■.  T  irk  ,ys 

Expected  to  o?  Raised  tal  s  V        diari  in  1?41 

•  As  a  result  of  the  favorable  outcome  of  the  19^1  turkey  season  and 

the  record  large  prospective  supply  of  hatching  eggs,  it  is  likely  that 
tne  number  of  turkeys  raised  this  year  will  be  at  least  from  6  to  10  percent 
larger  than  in  1941.     Early  this  year  farmers  indicated  that  they  intended 
to  start  8  percent  more  poults  than  in  1941-.     Increases  by  regions  were 
as  follows:    North  Atlantic  7  percent,  East  North  Central  6  percent,  "Jest 
North  Central  8  percent,  South  Atlantic  16  percent,  South  Central  9  percent, 
and  'Testerrt  7  percent,    T'rith  favorable  weather  for  -egg  production  and  for 
starting  the  poults,  the  increase  may  be  even  larger  than  is  now  indicated. 
Cash  farm  income  from  turkeys  in  1941  was  the  largest  on  record  and  although 
feed  prices  have  advanced  considerably  during  the  past  several  months,  the 
relationship  of  feed  prices  to  turkey  oric  s  is  about  average.     Expenses  for 
labor  and  some  other  items  will  be  much  larger  than  in  1941  but  these  will 
be  offset  in  large  part  by  a  greater  cash  farm  incoru  this  year. 
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An  increase  wi thin  the  range  indicated  would  provide  by  far  the 
largest  supply  of  turkey  meat  or.  record.    Because  of  the  much  stronger 
consumer  demand,  however,  prices  of  meats  in  geperal  will  average  higher 
than  a  year  earlier  and  prices  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys  probably 
will  average  higher  than  in  1941.    Cash  farm,  income  from  turkeys  in  1942 
will  be  considerably  larger  than  in  1941 •    A  national  goal  for  turkey 
production  has  not  been  established  and  turkeys  are  not  included  in  that 
group  of  products  for  whiGh  price  suoport  has  been  announced. 

FEED  SITUATION 


Corn  Prices  hear  ahe  I  *an 
Rate  jr.  'lest  States  _ 

Corn  prices  at  primary  markets  were  steady  from  mid-February  to 
mid-March.     This  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  corn  prices  are  near  the 
loan  level  arid  partly  to  action  take::  by  the  Government  to  keep  feed 
prices  at  a  reasonable  level  for  livestock,  dairy,  and  poultry  oroducersi 
The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  had  sold  tc  farmers  about  14  million 
bushels  cf  wheat  from  the  time  the  wheat -feed  program  ",ra.s  announced  in 
January  to  the  middle  of  March*    The  rate  of  sealing  1941  corn  has  decline' 
considerably  since  January. 

The  cost  cf  a  poult ry  f^ed  mixture  based  on  wholesale  prices  at 
Chicago,  declined  somewhat  during  the  month  ended  in  mid-March  and,  with 
egg  prices  steady,  the  feed-egg  ratio  continued  much  more  favorable  than 
a  year  earlier  and  more  favorable  than  average . 

DOMESTIC  DE?  [AND  * 


"Domestic  cons  ir.ier  demand  for  far;::  products  is  expected  to  hold  aroun 
present  levels  during  the  immediate  future  and  then  to  improve,  considerably 
as  war  production  in  converted  plants  increases.    The  conversion  of  industaH 
from  civilian  to  War  production  is  being  accomplished  with  little  net  distui| 
an'ce  to  employment.    .The  ris  1  in  national  income  is  continuing  although  theM 
effects  of  this  on  consumer  buying  power  are  offset  in  part  by  increased 
taxes  and  defense  bond  sales.     Defense  snending  is  now  around  2  billion 
dollars  per  month  higher  than  a  year  ago.     The  increase  probably  will  be 
even  larger  as  production  in  converted  plants  is  expanded.     This  will  brin, 
a  renewal  of  the  advance  in  employment  and  will  accelerate  the  rise  in  con 
saner  income*    'Wholesale  commodity  prices  have  increased  little  since  late 
January.    As  controls  awe  extended  to  an  increasing  number  of  commodities, 
wholesale  price  changes  will  reflect  less  of  the  usual  effects  of  changes 
in  supply-demand  conditions,  but  will  continue  tc  be  influenced  by  trends 
in  production  and  distribution  costs. 
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Table  1.-  Eggs:     Product  ion,  store^e  holdings,  purchases  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  commercial  hatchery  operations 


Number 
of 

Average 
numbe  r 

Total 
farm 

St 

orage  stocks,  first 
of  the  month 

Eggs  purchased  by  the 

USDA 

Commercial  hatch- 
ery operations 

Yea  r 
and 
month 

Privately  owned 

Owned 

by  USDA 

She  1 

eggs 

Eggs 

set 

Chicks 
hatched 

1 aye  r  s 
on  farm 

of  eggs 

laid 
per  hen 

produc- 
tion  of 
eggs 

Shell 

Frozen 1 

Shell 

Frozen  * 

Direct 

pur- 
chases 

Bl  ue 
s  t  amp2 

pur- 
chases 

Frozen 
eggs 

Dr  ied 
eggs 

Millions 

Number 

Million 
cases 

f  f\nn 
cases 

i  ,  uuu 
cases 

1 ,000 
cases 

1 .  000 
cases 

1 , 000 
cases 

J  ,  000 
cases 

1 , 000 
pounds 

1 ,000 
pounds 

Mi  1 1  ions 
eggs 

Mi  1  lions 
chicks 

1941 

Jan . 

324 

8.  7 

7.  9 

313 

1,955 

301 

0 

4 

126 

0 

0 

91.8 

41.  2 

Feb. 

318 

10.  3 

9.  1 

272 

1,435 

25 

0 

173 

140 

0 

0 

19  2.  9 

88.0 

Mar . 

308 

15.  0 

12.  8 

291 

1,  206 

16 

0 

72 

165 

0 

0 

334.4 

193.  7 

Apr  ■ 

295 

16.9 

13.9 

1,065 

1,691 

25 

0 

387 

182 

0 

0 

356.0 

237.8 

May 

17  A 

13  C 

2,  816 

2,  654 

215 

0 

399 

179 

15,527 

840 

272.  1 

224.  2 

June 

266 

15.  1 

11.  1 

4,  960 

3,  788 

415 

0 

38 

194 

6,  240 

735 

126.  3 

131.  1 

July 

254 

11  0 
1  O  .  O 

Q  7 

y .  7 

6,  100 

4,  372 

327 

391 

317 

169 

42,  218 

A    7  CA 

37.  6 

29.  6 

Aug  . 

249 

12.  2 

o  e 

8.  D 

6,  402 

5 ,  156 

239 

47 

97 

211 

2,  205 

£    C  OC 
0  ,  D 

30.8 

19.  2 

oepr  . 

263 

10  ■  0 

7  A 

5,512 

4,661 

619 

512 

88 

193 

0 

30.  2 

19.  1 

Oct. 

291 

8.  2 

6.  6 

4,846 

3,977 

595 

781 

92 

196 

0 

12,  687 

32.  0 

20.  5 

Nov 

3 18 

6.  5 

5.  7 

3,  271 

3,373 

586 

729 

16 

118 

0 

4,  247 

34.8 

22.6 

Dec  . 

341 

7.  3 

6.  9 

1,  278 

2,  756 

392 

698 

72 

124 

0 

9,  284 

38.9 

24.6 

1942 

Jan . 

368 

9.  2 

9.4 

298 

2,  187 

251 

361 

14  2 

119 

0 

10,550 

93.9 

46.9 

Feb. 

362 

10.6 

10.7 

138 

1.  663 

193 

372 

175 

0 

18,  12T 

244.  1 

95.  1 

3 

War  . 

393 

1.641 

128 

324 

Ten-year  averages, 

1931-40 

Comparable  data,  1940 

Jan. 

328 

6.8 

6.  2 

819 

1,916 

0 

(4) 

26 

27 

(4) 

(4) 

57.  2 

30.  1 

Feb. 

322 

8.  9 

7.9 

270 

1,  616 

0 

41 

37 

154.4 

54.  7 

Mar . 

312 

14.  2 

12.  3 

182 

1,  386 

0 

291 

51 

308.  0 

165.  9 

Apr . 

298 

16.  6 

13.8 

1,  257 

1,540 

58 

197 

66 

319.8 

236.  5 

May 

282 

16.  8 

13.  1 

3,886 

2.  157 

25 

662 

71 

194.4 

178.  6 

June 

264 

14.3 

10.5 

6,516 

2,872 

318 

870 

72 

70.9 

77.8 

July 

250 

12.8 

8.9 

7,719 

3,  363 

933 

160 

77 

28.  1 

22.  3 

Aug. 

244 

11.3 

7.6 

7,855 

3,440 

1,068 

71 

90 

19.  3 

12.  3 

Sept. 

254 

9.0 

6.4 

7,338 

3,  250 

1,025 

0 

89 

20.  1 

12.6 

Oct. 

276 

7.0 

5.  3 

6,  169 

2,929 

901 

0 

96 

22.  1 

14.4 

Nov . 

298 

S.  1 

4.  3 

4,  256 

2,573 

717 

0 

92 

22.5 

14.5 

Dec  . 

319 

5.4 

4.  8 

2,  128 

2,  217 

545 

0 

104 

32.3 

17.  1 

Case  equivalent. 

2 

Adjusted  for  wastage  in  distribution. 
''Preliminary. 

4No  purchases  during  1940. 


Table  2.-  Poultry:     Receipts  and  storage  holdings 


Rece  ipt  s 
of 

Receipt  s 

oi    live  poultry 

Storage 

stocks  first  of 

the  month 

Year 
and 
month 

dressed 
poult  ry 

Mid- west,  average  weekly 
receipts  per  plant 

Chicago' 

Mi  see  1 - 
laneous 
and  un- 
classi- 
fied 

pr  inc  i- 
Pjil 

Total 
pou 1 1  ry 

Fowl 

Young 

New 
York1 

Broi lers 

Fryers 

Roasters 

Fowls 

Turkeys 

Ducks 

Mi  11  ion 
pounds 

1 , 000 
pounds 

1 ,  000 
pounds 

1 .  000 
pounds 

Cars 

Cars 

Mi  11  ion 
pound  s 

Mi  I  lion 
pounds 

Mi  1  lion 
pounds 

Mi  Hi  on 
pounds 

Mi  11  ion 
pounds 

Mi  11  ion 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

1941 

Jan. 

26.  8 

1  _  _ 
8.  7 

6.  3 

2.7 

282 

602 

11.  2 

14.  3 

35.  1 

41.5 

60.  6 

8.0 

37.  7 

Feb. 

18.5 

8.  2 

7.0 

277 

382 

9.  7 

12.9 

31.6 

35.  2 

65.  3 

5.  8 

30.  9 

Mar. 

18.4 

7.  3 

6.  2 

262 

473 

7.  6 

10.8 

28.8 

29.0 

59.  3 

3.7 

24.  1 

Apr . 

19.  2 

7.  6 

6.  0 

318 

655 

5.6 

8.0 

23. 0 

22.  0 

47.  0 

1.  7 

19.  7 

May 

29.2 

12.  3 

9.  0 

3.0 

393 

538 

4.  5 

6.0 

18.  0 

18.0 

36.  2 

1.7 

16.9 

June 

27.  3 

13.5 

8.0 

4.  1 

546 

4.  3 

4.  3 

14.  1 

14.  9 

30. 4 

3.  5 

15.9 

July 

28.  3 

16.9 

8.  2 

8.  1 

37  r 

558 

4.  9 

3.6 

12.  0 

13.  8 

28. 0 

6.  6 

16.6 

Aug  . 

32.  7 

22.9 

9.  1 

13.  4 

402 

530 

6.  9 

3.  6 

9.  4 

14.  7 

19.  8 

9.  8 

17.  2 

27.0 

7.  7 

18.9 

431 

70 1 

9.  7 

5.  3 

8.9 

18.0 

12.  8 

11.  7 

19.  0 

Oc  t . 

48.  5 

36.  1 

12.  2 

23.5 

523 

694 

1 1.  8 

8 . 9 

12.  9 

20.6 

9.  2 

12.  6 

20.  6 

Nov . 

74.9 

33.8 

12.  3 

21.  0 

485 

625 

13.4 

14.0 

24.  9 

29.6 

8.  2 

11.  1 

26.8 

Dec . 

80 .  7 

21.5 

9.4 

11.6 

486 

7  17 

7  27 

14  1 
14.  1 

17  A 

37.9 

37.  7 

21.  1 

9.4 

35.  0 

1942 

Jan  ■ 

25.  2 

12.  1 

8.  1 

3.6 

290 

498 

14.  0 

18.  1 

45.  5 

44.  2 

50.  0 

6.  9 

39.  6 

Feb. 

16.  8 

7.0 

5.0 

262 

12.6 

16.  1 

jy .  o 

37 . 5 

CO  £ 

4.  9 

35.  7 

M.r  3 

mar  . 

10.9 

12.8 

31.9 

31.  6 

55.  3 

3.  1 

33.  2 

Average 
1931-  40 

Nine- 

year  averages 
1932-40 

Five-  year 

averages 

1Q3C  An 

Jan . 

24.  8 

2  9.  7 

7.  2 

2.8 

246 

644 

14.  3 

14.  4 

32.4 

25.0 

30.5 

5.  2 

23.  2 

Feb. 

17.8 

8.  9 

7.  7 

243 

618 

12.  7 

12.5 

29.5 

22.  2 

36.6 

3.  7 

22.  3 

Mar. 

16.  8 

8.  1 

7.  2 

279 

764 

10.  7 

10.  6 

24.8 

19.4 

34.  4 

2.  4 

18.8 

Apr . 

15.6 

9.  2 

8.  1 

317 

761 

8.  5 

8.  3 

19.  1 

14.  4 

28.9 

1.  4 

14.5 

May 

19.  7 

12.  3 

10.  0 

383 

676 

6.  1 

5.  8 

13.5 

10.  7 

23.4 

1.  2 

11.4 

June 

22.6 

14.6 

10.8 

2.9 

418 

705 

5.  2 

3.  9 

9.  6 

10.  1 

21.6 

2.4 

11.  2 

July 

22.4 

14.5 

8.8 

.  5.  1 

375 

661 

5.5 

2.6 

6.  7 

12.  1 

20.  1 

4.  8 

12.8 

Aug. 

23.  9 

17.  3 

7.8 

9.  0 

380 

661 

7.  2 

2.2 

5.0 

12.5 

16.0 

7.6 

13.5 

Sept . 

26.6 

23.0 

8.  3 

14.  3 

395 

827 

9.8 

2.  7 

4.4 

13.  2 

11.4 

9.6 

14.8 

Oct. 

33.3 

27.  7 

10.4 

16.9 

400 

695 

11.8 

5.  2 

6.  7 

14.  1 

8.0 

9.7 

16.  1 

Nov . 

71.2 

29.  7 

10.8 

18.3 

467 

786 

13.  2 

9.  3 

14.  7 

18.9 

6.6 

9.0 

18.8 

Dec  . 

67.  1 

21.7 

10.8 

10.  7 

419 

830 

14.  0 

12.  9 

25.  7 

24.6 

22.9 

7.9 

24.6 

'Car  equivalent  of  receipts  by  freight,   truck  and  express. 

2Dat a  for  young  stock  are  for  less  than  a  month.  For  this  reason  total  young  stock  and  fowl  is  greater  than  total 
poul t  ry . 

3Prel  lminary. 


Table  3.-  Poultry  and  eggs:     Prices,  wholesale  and  farm  with  percentages  of  parity. 


Average 

prices  received  by  farmers 

Average  wholesale  prices  at  Chicago 

Year 
and 

Actual 

prices 

Percentage  of  parity 

Index  numbers 
(Aug.  1909-July 

iqu  —  mn\ 

E(Ii  . 

Poultry,  live 

mon  t  h 

—      IVU  ) 

fresh 
firsts . 

Eggs 
per  d 

Chic 

kens 

Tur 

keys 

lb. 

Egg  9 

Chickens 

Tur  ke  y  a 

All  corn- 

Chickeni 

He  av  y 

Br  o  i le  r  s 
Barred 

Roasters  White 
Rock 

or 

per 

lb 

per 

mod  it  ies 

•  nd   egg  a 

hens 

per  lb. 

Rock 
pe  r  lb. 

Light 
per  lb. 

Heavy 
per  lb. 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

1941 

Jan  ■ 

19.  7 

13. 

7 

15.  5 

75 

94 

84 

104 

100 

18. 

S 

16.9 

18.0 

19. 

n 

19.4 

Feb. 

16.  8 

14. 

0 

15.  1 

69 

96 

82 

103 

90 

16. 

8 

16.  7 

18.  8 

19. 

5 

21.  1 

Mar . 

16. 

4 

14. 

4 

15.  2 

72 

98 

82 

103 

90 

18. 

0 

17.4 

21.  1 

21. 

2 

23.  1 

Apr  . 

19. 

7 

15. 

7 

15.5 

87 

107 

S3 

110 

104 

21. 

8 

19.4 

21.9 

21. 

4 

23.  8 

May 

20. 

1 

16. 

3 

15.4 

89 

110 

82 

112 

107 

22. 

6 

18.  7 

19.  6 

19. 

3 

21.5 

June 

23. 

2 

16. 

3 

15.4 

104 

109 

81 

118 

118 

25. 

6 

19.  0 

18.8 

18. 

2 

20.9 

July 

25. 

6 

16. 

8 

15.8 

100 

111 

82 

125 

127 

26. 

4 

19.4 

20.0 

20. 

2 

22.  0 

Aug. 

26. 

8 

16. 

3 

16.  1 

95 

105 

82 

131 

130 

27. 

7 

19.  1 

19.8 

19. 

2 

19.  3 

Sept  ■ 

30. 

3 

16. 

3 

17.5 

90 

104 

88 

139 

141 

29. 

0 

20.  3 

20.4 

18. 

4 

18.  1 

Oct. 

31. 

8 

16. 

0 

18.  8 

83 

99 

93 

139 

146 

31. 

0 

18.9 

21.  2 

18. 

5 

16.9 

Nov. 

35. 

5 

15 

5 

20.  2 

82 

95 

98 

135 

157 

36. 

0 

18.4 

20.  2 

18. 

1 

16.5 

Dec  . 

34. 

1 

15. 

8 

20.  9 

89 

96 

101 

143 

153 

34. 

5 

19.8 

19.8 

18. 

6 

19.4 

1942 

Jan. 

31. 

3 

17. 

0 

20.5 

105 

102 

98 

149 

147 

33. 

4 

22.0 

18.6 

18. 

6 

22.4 

Feb. 

27. 

5 

17 

4 

20.  0 

99 

104 

94 

145 

135 

28. 

8 

21.  8 

20.8 

22.  2 

24.3 

Mar.  1 

28. 

5 

21.4 

23.  3 

25. 

0 

26.  8 

Ten  year  averages 

193 1-40  2 

Compar  abl e 

data. 

1940 

Jan. 

20 

8 

13.  3 

16.  8 

70 

90 

91 

95 

102 

21. 

3 

14.9 

16.  3 

16. 

2 

16.5 

Feb. 

17 

6 

13.4 

16.4 

69 

91 

88 

94 

92 

19. 

2 

15.0 

17.7 

18. 

0 

19.  3 

Mar. 

15 

6 

13.7 

16.  1 

70 

93 

87 

93 

85 

17. 

4 

15.  1 

19.  1 

19 

7 

22.0 

Apr  . 

15 

4 

14.  1 

15.8 

71 

96 

85 

93 

86 

17. 

3 

15.8 

21.  2 

21 

6 

24.0 

May 

15 

4 

14.0 

15.  1 

72 

96 

81 

92 

86 

17 

4 

14.9 

23.  1 

24 

4 

27.0 

June 

IS 

3 

13.8 

14.5 

72 

94 

78 

91 

85 

16 

8 

14.  1 

18.  5 

20 

2 

24.  7 

July 

16 

8 

13.7 

14.4 

71 

94 

78 

94 

90 

17 

7 

14.  6 

17.  3 

17 

8 

20.  3 

Aug. 

18 

4 

13.6 

14.5 

71 

92 

78 

95 

95 

18 

9 

14.9 

17.6 

17 

7 

18.  6 

Sept . 

21 

5 

13.9 

15.  3 

71 

94 

82 

97 

106 

21 

3 

16.0 

17.  2 

16 

2 

16.5 

Oct. 

24 

4 

13.3 

15.8 

71 

91 

85 

95 

114 

23 

3 

15.  1 

18.0 

15 

8 

15.6 

Nov. 

27 

7 

12.0 

16.3 

71 

89 

88 

95 

125 

27 

1 

14.9 

IS.  7 

15 

9 

16.  1 

Dec. 

26 

3 

12.7 

16.4 

72 

87 

89 

95 

119 

25 

0 

15.5 

17.9 

17 

7 

18.  1 

Averages  of  prices  in  first  half  of  month. 

Vive-year  average,   1936-40  for  turkeys  (actual  price  and  percentage  of  parity). 


Table  4.-  Poultry  and  eggs:     Cash  income,  price  ratios,  cost  of  feeds  used 
in  poultry  ration  and  index  numbers  of  related  series 


Cash  farm 
income 

Price  ratio 

Cost  of 

feed 
used  in 

farm 
pout  t  ry 
r  at  ion 

(per 
100  lbs) 

Index  numbers 

Retail  prices 

Year 

Tot  al 

Wholesale  prices, 
Chicago 

Farm  prices 

Indie 

ated  bas 

e  period 

=  100 

Chickens 

/  T?  «  am,  me- 1>  mmi  m  mm  \ 

( Ro asteri ) 
BLS 

Eggs 

and 
month 

f  rom 
farm 
market- 
ings 

Poultry 
and 
egg  s 

Feed- 
broi  1  er. 
(Barred 
Rock  ) 

Feed- 
light 
roasters 
(White 
Rock) 

Feed- 
egg 

Feed- 
chi  cken 

Feed- 
turkey 

Whole- 
sale 
food 

prices 
(BLS) 

Retail 
food 
prices 
(BLS) 

Prices 
paid  by 
far  me  r  s 

includ- 
ing in- 

fc  taxes 

Non- agri- 
cultural 
employees 
compensa- 
t  ion 

(strictly 
fresh) 
BLS 

Hi  11  ion 
dollars 

Mi  1 1 i  on 
dol lara 

Pounds 
chicken 

Pounds 
chicken 

Dozen 
*»»* 

Pounds 
chicken 

Pounds 
turkey 

Dollars 

1935-39 

1935-39 

1910-14 

1934-29 

Cent  t 
per  lbs. 

c>  ■ 
per  dot . 

1941 

Jan . 

667 

56 

6.9 

6.5 

5.8 

8.  4 

7.4 

1.  15 

93.  2 

97.8 

128 

115.  2 

31.  1 

34.9 

Feb. 

550 

45 

6.  4 

6.  2 

6.8 

8.  1 

7.S 

1.  14 

92.  9 

97.  9 

128 

117.  5 

31.  9 

30.  0 

Mar. 

610 

56 

5.  9 

5.9 

7.  1 

8.  0 

7.  6 

1.  16 

95.  1 

98.4 

129 

119.9 

32.  1 

29.4 

Apr . 

665 

72 

6.  0 

6.  2 

6.  3 

7.9 

8.  0 

1.  24 

98.5 

100.6 

129 

121.9 

33.  2 

32.5 

May 

747 

83 

7.0 

7.  1 

6.4 

7.9 

8.4 

1.  29 

100.5 

102.  1 

130 

126.  7 

33.9 

33.  3 

June 

773 

86 

7.4 

7.7 

5.7 

8.  1 

8.6 

1.33 

105.  1 

105.9 

132 

130.6 

33.8 

36.9 

July 

889 

94 

7.  1 

7 .  1 

5.4 

8.  2 

8.  7 

1.37 

107.  1 

106.  7 

133 

128.  1 

33.5 

40.6 

Aug. 

1,  101 

88 

7.4 

7.7 

5.  2 

8.5 

8.6 

1.39 

110.  2 

108.0 

136 

130.6 

32.9 

42.7 

Sept. 

1,  298 

87 

7.6 

6.4 

4.9 

9.0 

8.4 

i  147 

113.  1 

110.  7 

138 

134.9 

32.9 

46.9 

Oct. 

1,  442 

98 

6.  9 

7.9 

4.4 

8.7 

7.4 

1.40 

112.  4 

111.6 

141 

138.0 

32.4 

48.7 

Nov. 

1,  233 

123 

7.  4 

8.3 

3.9 

9.0 

6.9 

1.  39 

112.9 

113.  1 

143 

137.9 

31.  7 

51.9 

Dec. 

1.  151 

117 

8.  1 

8.  7 

4.3 

9.3 

7.0 

1.47 

114.4 

113.  1 

143 

142.  6 

32.  1 

49.  0 

1942 

Jan . 

986 

95 

9.  3 

9.  3 

5.0 

9.3 

7.7 

1.58 

118.  5 

116.  2 

146 

140.  7 

34.  2 

46.4 

Feb. 
Mar  . 

4.6 
»7.2 

_ 

7.7 
»6.7 

6.0 
26.4 

9.4 
29.4 

8.  2 

2B.  3 

1. 64 

116.8 

147 

35.  2 

42.  2 

Five 

year  averages  1936-40 

Ten 

year  averages    1931- 403 

Jan . 

603 

49 

6.9 

7.3 

5.4 

8.6 

7.9 

1.  13 

93.  0 

96.  7 

129 

83.0 

29.5 

35.  2 

Feb . 

492 

43 

6.  5 

6.  4 

6.  4 

6.5 

8.  2 

1.  14 

92.  3 

95.9 

129 

83.0 

29.7 

31.  2 

Mar. 

S27 

48 

6.  0 

5.  1 

7.  1 

8.  2 

8.  2 

1.  13 

91.7 

95.6 

128 

84.0 

30.  1 

28.7 

Apr  ■ 

515 

61 

6.  1 

4.  9 

7.5 

8.  3 

8.7 

1.  18 

91.  3 

95.7 

126 

83.9 

30.5 

27.6 

May 

547 

65 

6.  2 

5.5 

7.  7 

8.5 

9.  1 

1.  20 

90.  7 

95.  7 

128 

84.7 

30.8 

27.8 

June 

57  7 

66 

6.7 

5.6 

7.7 

8.5 

9.2 

1.  17 

91.  2 

96.  1 

128 

84.8 

30.5 

28.  S 

July 

699 

75 

7.3 

6.  4 

7.3 

8.9 

9.4 

1.  22 

92.6 

97.0 

128 

81.5 

30.  3 

31.0 

Aug. 

733 

74 

7.7 

7.3 

6.6 

9.0 

9.  2 

1.31 

93.6 

97.0 

128 

82.5 

30.  2 

33.5 

Sept 

865 

72 

7.7 

8.  1 

S.6 

8.7 

8.8 

L  21 

95.4 

98.  2 

128 

85.  1 

30.  3 

37.  2 

Oct. 

1.  001 

67 

6.9 

8.0 

4.  5 

8.4 

7.7 

1.  11 

94.  0 

97.  2 

128 

87.  7 

29.  2 

39.9 

Nov. 

839 

82 

6.8 

8.0 

3.9 

8.4 

7.4 

1.08 

93.8 

96.  3 

128 

86.  8 

28.  S 

42.  0 

Dec. 

721 

71 

7.5 

8.0 

4. a 

8.8 

7.6 

1.  10 

92.9 

95.  7 

128 

88.  2 

28.  3 

39.6 

Based  on  averages  for  first  half  of  month. 

^Est  imated. 

^Five  year  average,    1936-40,    for  turkeys 


